
Θέμα: Situation at the Greek and Bulgarian borders 

 
President of the European Council 
Mr Charles Michel; 
  
President of the European Commission 

Ms Ursula Von der Leyen; 
  
President of the European Parliament 
Mr David Sassoli; 
  
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 

Mr Josep Borell Fontelles; 
  
  
Dear Presidents, 
Dear High Representative, 
                                                                        
We are writing this letter to express our concern over the situation of thousands of 
illegal migrants and asylum seekers arriving at and attempting to cross Turkey’s 
borders with Greece and Bulgaria. 
  
Turkish government’s decision to stop applying the EU/Turkey Declaration of March 
2016 has opened the floodgates to mass immigration into the territory of the 
European Union. During the last days thousands of migrants immediately began 
making their way towards Greece and Bulgaria – and, if they successfully cross the 
border –, could carry on deeper into Europe. 
  
As a result, both Greece and Bulgaria are maximizing their border security in order to 
contain the flow of migrants coming from land and sea routes to the benefit of the 
European Union as a whole. 
  
In light of the above, we urge on the European Union’s top representatives: 
  
- to send a strong message of support for the actions taken by the Greek and Bulgarian 
authorities and to effectively support them in defending the Union’s borders: under 
no circumstances, illegal entries will be tolerated. 
  
- to respect the decision taken by the Greek authorities to trigger article 78.3 of the 
TFUE. We must back Greece in their decision of not accepting new asylum applications 
for one month and in rejecting illegal migrants and asylum seekers directly. 
  
- to facilitate a rapid border intervention by FRONTEX, with additional officers and all 
necessary resources to be deployed at the land and sea borders with Turkey. 
  



- to suspend any EU’s financing programme with Turkey, in particular the Instrument 
for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II) from which Turkey has an allocation of 3.5 billion 
euros on the actual MFF and the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey. 
  
- expresses concern for those media organizations that use images of women and 
minors for the purpose of deceiving public opinion with respect to the actual situation 
on the Greek and Bulgarian border with Turkey. 
  
In addition, we call on the European Union to reconsider its whole strategy on 
migration management and border security. The European Union cannot remain 
hostage of neighbouring countries, which seek to promote its own geopolitical 
objectives while failing to honor existing agreements. 
  

Yours sincerely, 
  

MEP BUXADÉ VILLALBA Jorge 

MEP TERTSCH Herman 

MEP DE LA PISA Margarita 

MEP AGUILAR Mazaly 

MEP WEIMERS Charlie 

MEP LUNDGREN Peter 
MEP STEGRUD Jessica 

MEP EPPINK Derk Jan 

MEP FIDANZA Carlo 

MEP PROCACCINI Nicola 

MEP TOMAŠIĆ Ruža 

MEP ZILE Roberts 
MEP FRAGKOS Emmanouil 


